June 8, 2009

The Honorable Bart Gordon

Chair, Committee on Science and Technology

U.S. House of Representatives

2306 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Ralph M. Hall

Ranking Member, Committee on Science and Technology

U.S. House of Representatives

2405 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Gordon and Ranking Member Hall:

On behalf of our respective organizations, we are writing you in support of the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Education Coordination Act of 2009, H.R. 1709.  

This legislation to reorganize the current White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) to create a standing Committee on STEM Education with the responsibility to coordinate all federal STEM education programs will not only help bring increased visibility and credibility to STEM education initiatives across the federal government but will also help ensure that taxpayer funds are being spent more judiciously on this critical national challenge.   It is critical that all federal agencies with responsibility for STEM education initiatives – especially the U.S. Department of Education and the National Science Foundation (NSF) – work productively together to ensure that the best practices, exemplary models, and programs that improve student achievement are shared and widely replicated.   

We are pleased that, after thoughtful consideration of the issues that this bill addresses, the Committee on Science and Technology has been successful in advancing this legislation to the House floor.  We look forward to working with you to ensure the passage of this bill through the Congress this year. 
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